VOL. 3, ISSUE 1

Newsletter

MARCH 2022

by Woden Valley

COVID19 managment update
Face masks must continue to be worn by staff and visitors
in all indoor & outdoor spaces at early childhood
education and care settings.

What to do if me or my child test
positive to COVID19?

1. Inform the Centre via phone, email or text message (if you
found out after hours or during the weekend, please let us know
via mobile - 0478 631 406)
2. Provide as many details as possible. Our staff will guide you
through a set of questions to ensure we can complete the
necessary documents.
3. Do not enter the Centre under any circumstances until you are
cleared to do so. by public health.

Return to care

You will be required to provide proof of release from isolation
provided to you by public health.
We may require the child to be tested before attending care.

Gap fee waiver

The Service can waive the gap fee for your child if you are formally
ordered to isolate or tested positive to COVID19 and cannot attend
care. At this stage, we can only do so when documentation is
provided.
We cannot waive gap fees if you choose to isolate due to
precautions.

Welcome to
2022
Dear Families,

Welcome to the first issue
for 2022 of Woden Valley's
quarterly newsletter - The
Insider.
It is our 3rd year since
we've been providing
families with this
newsletter. Our newsletter
addresses all changes or
hot topics, not only
affecting our service but
the whole early childhood
education sector.
If you would like to contribute,
please email us at
wvccc@iinet.net.au
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Sharing "WOW Moments"

by Tracey-Lee Elliss (Lead Pedagogical Leader)
An Educator’s main priority is always that of the children –
their safety, engagement, learning and ways to make
meaningful connections. A requirement of their job is to also
document each child’s learning. Our Educator’s ability to
create amazing programs with children demonstrate their
professionalism, dedication and knowledge of the Early
Childhood Education and Care sector. However, they also
recognise that we needed to critically reflect on how we
record children’s learning because observations can be time
consuming and evidently take time away from the part of
the job, we love the most.
Refocusing our attention on seeking out those moments
where children show us something extraordinary and
answering 2 two questions has supported in developing our
new process – introducing “WOW Moments!”
I spoke with one of the advisors from CECA to determine
what are the parameters from our regulatory body’s
perspective to ensure we were still meeting their
requirements before changing anything. Based on this
discussion they agreed that Educators should not feel
pressured by documentation and the cycle is still evident.

WHAT WILL YOU SEE ON STORYPARK?
The biggest change that you will see regarding
documentation of your child is less written information, but
more of a connection with learning outcomes. For example,
“When your child engages in the dramatic play space,
including the kitchen and tea set, they are developing ways
to connect with their peers. Taking turns with resources also
promotes their ability to negotiate and to form a better
understanding of social cues, as they role play familiar
scenes from their community. When they serve tea to their
peers, they are also enhancing their understanding of
mathematical concepts like one-to-one rote counting,
number identification and sorting.”

WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE IN PRACTICE?
Educators focus on the first 2 steps of our Programming
Cycle – Notice, Observe & Collect, and Question & Analyse.
Taking effective photos or videos support step 1 as well as
knowing each child well, which is done through developing
those strong connections. In step 2 Educators are asked to
answer 2 questions; WHAT and HOW are children learning?
We use the EYLF to support our statements or other learning
documents such as Schemas or Developmental Theory.
Team Leaders will then follow on with step 3, Planning a
Provocation (PLOD) and together as a team follow through
with steps 4 and 5 and the cycle continues.

WHAT HAVE WE DONE TO SUPPORT EDUCATORS?
Before implementing anything new we have conducted
training opportunities in both the Team Leader Planning
Sessions and in targeted professional development sessions
for all Educators. We have already seen some great changes
to processes and writing from everyone and received quality
feedback through Survey Monkey after training. This has
shown that our approach to Professional Development
moving forward is something to continue exploring as it
appears to be the most effective right now. We are now in
the process of following up on suggestions from training to
continue our circle of engagement with Educators.
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Social Stories
Social stories were developed
initially to support children with
autism/ADHD or neurodiverse
needs to understand various
content and share this with
families
and
primary
caregivers.
In the perspective of early
childhood and young children,
Social Stories is a way for
children to connect with various
content with the lens of literacy
and comprehension. Marissa
has been using pictures and a
journey of how the children will
engage in Nature Walks. By the
children knowing what is going
to happen before they get
there, what their expectations
are during, and how this relates
to them now and in the future,
the children build a connection
and deeper understanding. It
also supports their sense of
safety as they already have an
idea of what is going to
happen and what they can and
can’t do.

MARCH 2022

Resuming Nature Walks

by Marissa Corcoran (Pedagogical Leader)
Hello Families,
Firstly, let me tell you a little about myself.
I have worked at Woden Valley Child Care since
2005 and have worked across the center. I have
an absolute passion for animals and wildlife,
and YES, I am the Kangaroo lady and regularly
have orphan joeys in my care. I really enjoy
sharing my knowledge with the children and
participating in their learning journeys.
Part of my role as a pedagogical leader is to
lead Nature Walks for the children. So far we
have begun walks with the Kangaroo group and
these have been very successful and highly
enjoyed by the children. They will continue
through the year and I am hoping we can
discover and explore so much more about our
natural world
Walks for the Joey group will begin on Tuesday
15th March initially with only small groups. Joeys
will walk on either a Tuesday or a Thursday,
Keep an eye on Storypark for more details of
who will go on which day.
Now I am building relationships with the Babies
and Toddlers by gathering for group time with
the children. These groups will also be included
in nature walks in the near future, again keep an
eye on Storypark for more details.
If you would like further information on Nature
Walks please feel free to contact me.

pdwvccc@iinet.net.au
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Preparing for winter

by Gabby Millgate (Nature Pedagogy Leader)
As Nature Pedagogy leader, my role is to create a program
and curriculum so that the children are supported to
engage in meaningful interactions with the land, animals,
and plants with a focus on Aboriginal perspectives and
wisdoms to achieve this.
I’m proud to say our Nature Pedagogy begin(s) early in the
child’s educational process (from infants) and increase the
child’s understanding of the relationship between humans
and the environment.
[Reference: A/HRC/37/59, annex, Early Years Learning Framework
- Principle 6.]

Soon all the children will see all our summer plantings die
back and the trees start to change colour. Up until then we
still have the jerusalem artichokes with the yellow flowers
starting to emerge. When these die back the jerusalem
artichokes will be ready to harvest. Stalks can be used in
construction, play and then, as kindling. The ginger looking
artichokes will continue to be found, like treasure, by the
children digging in top yard.
All our Autumn leave will be taken to the Narragunnawali
for composting. Compost from last years leaves was
recently used with the children’s new plantings of pansy,
snapdragon and primulas.

Infants and toddlers have been learning the rights and
rituals that come with our Acknowledgement of Country
(as a song) before they begin activating their emerging
skills of looking after the land, the animals and the people.
The broad goals of the Nature Pedagogy Program are in
line with the recommendations of the 37/58 Report of the
Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights
obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean,
healthy and sustainable environment.

"(...)encourage and facilitate direct experience with the natural environment,
guaranteeing children’s participation in the creation of environments so that
they “appreciate and enjoy the world and strengthen their capacity to respond
to environmental challenges”
Would you like to plant along with us at home?
I often have children tell me that they plant things with their
parents at their home.
I also have parents tell me that children bring their love of
gardening home too. I’m happy to chat with families about
what to grow at home. If you’re planting bulbs they can go
into the ground now until the end of May. We will also be
planting Garlic again in April.
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When children bite! Insight to early childhood education.
by Paulina Jagus (Director)

Young children’s bitting behaviours can be one of
the most stressful and divisive issues in early
childhood settings. It impacts everyone in the
community, and it can provoke negative emotions
as it can be seen as an invasive and personal
attack.
Unfortunately, there is no magic cure. Traditional
responses to children’s bitting have involved
punishment, withdrawal of affection, exclusion and
even biting back “so they know how it feels”. Today
we have a better understanding of children’s
development and why this behaviour might occur.
Most commonly bitting occurs in groups of
children aged between one and three years.
Across this age span, children experience very
significant and rapid social, emotional, physical,
and intellectual development and gain a wide
range of new skills. This can result in a period of
challenging behaviours. The developmental
factors which may cause child to bite include,
frustration from failure to communicate their
needs or wants, oral exploration, limited selfregulation or self-control. Environment also can
influence such behaviours, such as invasion on
child’s private space, congestion in an area,
competition for a toy, over-stimulation, or stress.

The common language we use at
Woden Valley CCC is:
“I can’t let you do that…”
“This is unsafe because you might...”
“I will need to use my hands to pick
you up and remove you from this
situation.”
“I can see you are feeling…”
Substitute the word ‘friend’ for ‘peer’,
(we are not all friends)

Bitting is generally a temporary problem, occurring
during the toddler stage and rarely continues past
the age of three. It is important to understand that
punishment won’t eliminate biting, and that any
punishment is detrimental to the child’s
development and wellbeing. Adults should never
respond with anger towards the child who are still
learning to feel secure and confident. It can make
them feel abandoned and unloved, cause
confusion and an escalate the unwanted
behaviour.
Educators have a very difficult task balancing their
responsibilities to all children and their parents. If
biting becomes a problem, we ensure that all
parents are kept informed. To maintain high levels
of communication, when we see extreme
behaviours like biting, aggressive behaviours or
language, Educators will complete an incident
report for both the child that was bitten, as well as
the child who did the biting. Educators,
Pedagogical Leader, and Director will work in
partnership with the family of the child who is
biting to develop a consistent approach that can
be used in both the home and early childhood
settings. We will develop a plan which will be then
executed and reflected upon as frequently as is
needed. If the biting becomes an excessive
concern, we may be required to take a different
approach.
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Save the date!
14.03 - PUBLIC HOLIDAY
22.03 - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (4.30 PM START)
8.04 - EASTER PARTY (3.30 PM START)
11.04 - BEGINNING OF SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
15 - 18.04 - EASTER LONG WEEKEND
25.04 - PUBLIC HOLIDAY
26.04 - TERM 2 START
25.05 - SIMULTANEOUS STORYTIME
30.05 - PUBLIC HOLIDAY
31.05 - RECONCILIATION WEEK

Renovations & upgrades
1. Removal of existing shed
2. New lawn area established in Narragunnawali
3. Two new aviaries & shed will be build on the concrete slab
between toddlers & kangaroos yard
4. New outdoor resources will be purchased
5. New shade sails will be installed across the whole Centre
6. Maintenance of the front carpark - coming up soon!

Woden Valley CCC has been invited to
take part in Monash University's study.
This research aims to generate
knowledge of food practices in Early
Childhood Education and Care (ECEC)
that focuses on relations between food
and children.
It is anticipated that a doctoral thesis
as the final form of the research will be
submitted to Monash University in June
2024.
More information and consent forms
will be delegated to families later in the
year. Please do not hesitate to contact
me if you have any questions.

